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Furnish your livin

Whether you're starting with a blank slate
or doing a mini makeover, use this guide
to pull together a look that's comfortable,
inviting and value-savvy. The total price tag:
less than $2,800 (including the sofal)

Get started 35~ ’

Employ these strategies
to make the best choices.

Define the purpose.
identify the main
activity that wil take
place m the room, Wil
you use the space for
wisiting with friends and famly?
Wiatching television? Do you
need a work area? Make a list
of the furniture you require to
facilitate these functions.

Determine your
budget. Don't loak
atmoney as 2
canstraint. Knowing
haw much you can
spend i§ a helpful guideling
that atkaws you to focus an
what makes sense. Keep in
mind that you den't have to
purchase everything all at
onge, Its actually preferable to
stretch out the decoratng
process-—and 1he monetary
OUtlay==aver as marty months
asiit takes. That way, you can
ke with each purchase for a
while and %t it help guide you
10/your next acquisition

Measure everything, including the

length of the walls, the size and

placement of the windows and

dours, and the height of the celing

Then make a sketch, which doesn't
need to be proportionately accurate as long as
you wite in the measurements, It can help you
choose confidently as you shop,
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Devise a plan. Use furniture you

have around the house to get an

idea of what will fit and what ooks

POROrIcHRate 10 the mom. For

nstance, ine up some dining chars
where you plan to put the sofa to help you
determine the length that wall work best. Make
alist of all the items you will need

allyou.com

CATE SEARS

Choose a style and color palette,
Find photas of rooms you like in
magazines and catalogs to ghve

yoursell a vsion 1or he oo,

Formulate an sdea of what you want,
but 1o hokd dowyn casts, you might need 1o be
flexbile. Keep your measarements and your lst
with you so you're ready to grab bargains,

allyou.com
For more shopping information, see page 169,

Go shopping! The sofa & the biggest
prece m the lving room, and generally
the costliest, so it makes ense to
purchase it Hirst. Above, the updated
tracitional style of the sofa sets the
1002 for the room.
Carmen sofa (87* Lx 3641 D x 35 H), $800; at Pier 1
Imports.
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Save on stylish

home décor

Try these sources
for great deals.

@ HomeGoods

You can find everything from
kniddenacks to fumiture
hére. Visit homegoods, com
10 firvd 3 store near you

o% Overstock.com
Temnpting prces and $3
SUPDING Mmace this sie a
wanner,

= 5m artbargains.com
Shop for dscounted designer
goods at bargan prices

% World Market
¥ your tastes run toward the
exntic, chadk aut this spot.
Go 10 workdmarket.com to
shop online or find 2 store
near you

- o e
o L W Ks.com
Windowy treatrments can be
pricey; but this site s filied

with unbelievable steals.

» Homedecorators
com

You'll find everything you
ned 10 outfit your home, &
at rock-bottom prices.

>> Etsv.com
Shop this site for handmade
and vintage items.

% Christmas Tree
Shops

These stores are a treasure
trove of décor finds. Go to
christmastreeshops com 1o
find a focation near you




It's easy to lose momentum
once the furniture & in place.
But accessories make a room
feel complete. Plus, adding
pillows, art and personal
objects is the fun part!
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Decorative pig, $22, and nustic keaf
frame (63" x BY" picture), $17,
Sonama Life and Style; at Kohd's.

3 Use pillous |
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Stevart Collection, $50-5100
each; at Macy’s,
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2gallerie.com. Glass vase, $10;
lunabazaar.com,
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Transform a hoshum pilow
without any sewing, Cut a
l suare of fabric in the desired
. sze. Use double-sided fusibie
interfacing to adhere to pilkow
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6 Choose art i, the

e ! cover (follow the drections on VBSRE v immssrisismscimmiriass SO0
Pouf (16° x 20, $70: workdmarket ok | the nterfacing). Attach ribbon q,wui total: 42,789
com. Theow (50 x 60°), Martha Summer Nasturtiues framed print (35* x 23%), $148, ‘ o tom around the edges with
Stewart Collaction, $60; at Macy's. and Marigold framod peint (35° x 297, $140; art.com, fabric glue e gpo——y
T
Sy ————— -
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Make over a floor lamp.
Give the hase an nteresting
naw kok with rope. Al you
need s about 100 feet of
heavy-duty three-ply ssal or
other ope, dll-purpose ghie
and a paintbrush. Staring
10D, apply glue with
paintbrush 1o top 6" of
base. Stant winding rope
anound base, pressing it
down on the glue as you
work. Hold in place until it
bagns to set. Apply glue 1o
neat 6 and continue until
the entire base is covered.

Dreas up plain autains.
Make them ok special
with inexpensive trim
Adhere with Stitch Witchery
or fabric glue. For tiebacks,
usa wade ribbon




Summer Nasturtiums framed print (35" x x23"), $145,
and Marigold framed print (35" x 29), $140; art.com.



